lmmnm-mm.lmtm:mm oftener  and are therefors
cars on apecified lists may be stricken | available.

| off. The infergnce, of course, {s that such
. modors are present or accounted for, At

GRUW ENORMOUM

| any rate the cancellations are numeri-
cully so inferior that it is to be assumed
that only a relatively few missing cars
are retrieved,

Murthermore the cara comprisiog this

| Hst number among them moltors that

! have been lost for the fnsuranés money.

Source of Lawless Wealt
Rivals Bootiegging in
Rich Produetivity.

DRASTIC LAW NEEDE

Insurance Officials Ask
Legislature to Help End
Their Vast Losses.

POLICE AGAIN REWARDED

Number of Cars Stolen in the
State This Year Likely
to Be About 10,000,

Am 2 medium of accumulsting luw-
legs wealth rapldly, bootlegging ls said
te have rendered all others lmpolent.
But, if the statistics are to be relied
upon, the motor car thieves and their

accomplices have captured second po- |

sitlon. . This is not an attempt al
facetlousness. It is a bolling down
to a sentonce or two the consensus of
insurance people.

The Btate Pollce have been ordercd
to stop bootlegging within the bound-
aries of this Commonwealth, The
measure of success they have achieved
Is not a matter of discussion here, But,
having compared figures and viewed
with alarm the. ¢oming year's possi-
bilities, the New York State Conference
of Mayors {s preparing to go before
the next zeseion of the Legislature and
demand that it pass some sort of leg-
fslntion that will have influence over
the tliriving mobs who are devotl
ithemselves to the thefl of motor car

This particular review of the situa-
tlon has tn do with New York eity.
Just hew many autemoblles have been
stolen throughout this State gince Jan,
1 ean only be surmised. The figures
are not yet available, Last year,
however, the State suffered more than
7000 such crimes. And now it is all
too clear that the numbee probably
will reach 10,000 this year.

And thus far 1his vear, nearly 4,200
motors have been stolen in New York
city alone.

Radical Actlon In Needed,

A few davs age Willlam P. Capes, sec-
retary of the New York State Confer-
enca of Mayors, told Thr New York
Heaarp that the Legislature must do
something radical or olse the insurance
people are going to adopt o new schedule
of rites and these vales are going teo
Ay proach the prohibilive stage. Half &
dozen {nsurance men, asked to confirm

declared it to be guite true. They
shid that it was belng foresd upon them.
They have not summed up thelr louses
for 1821 vct.. ey all il it was
a ml.t‘l r of "log many mililone”

o this,  the State Automobile
nmu citimates that it will register
more than 1,000,000 motor cars In 1922,
There wers more than E00,000 licensed
this wear. Business s getting better,
These figures are, of course, for the en-
tire Btate, The city comes In 4 moment.

Among the folk who will agree (if
they care to be frank) that this year
Wwn§ L more progperous one than last,
arg those who devole themselves to the
stealing of automoblles in New York

i & moment or so figures will be set
forth explaining the situation, Much
depends upon how you scan them. They
might very well be used to everlastingly
dan the Police Department, or you
might conatruct therefrom an equally
smipresglve defence of Commissioner En-
right and his 12,000 men.

But no matter what you angle of
observatlon may be, you will eventually
become entangled in the Inevituble mase
of circumstances that will prompt you to
hurl the said statistics into the waste
paper basket and agree that a pollce-
man's Jife is not & happy one.

In considering the oncoming statistion
you must reallze that no attempt Is
made hers to show how many of the
misging cars have been returnml to their
owners either by the pollce, the insur-
anee deteetives or other agency, A surs
wey of the avallable pollce records
would indicate that the perosntage s
small,

Loases Exceed Retrievals,

Every so ofton the New York police
notify the police of Newark, Jersey Olty,
Yonkers, White Plains, Mount Vernon
nnd other cities lying In what we oall
the metropolitan aren that such sand
such cars were stolen In Now York elty
on such and such a Aate, Ploase to b
on the look-out for such stolen property.

Amt oceakionally there will ba naﬂonun abrm-
ST

| stolen that
| from the insurance company {ssuing the
| pelfey on the car, Then there le the car
| actually stole
1 by the owner,

(not found it

"in other words they have been done
Caway with o were permitted to be
the owner might collect

., but not properly reported
wha declded that it would
be unwire of Wim to tell the whole truth.
Add to that the bona-fide case of theft
where the owner haa left his car un-
focked and unguarded—Iin brief has done
cvarything but place upon his car an in-
vitation to thieves—and you have a few
of the aforesald circumstances that
modify the importance of the statistics,

Tr begin with, the pollice of New York
clty had 4,148 motor car thefts reported
to then between January 1 and Novem-
ber 20. That many cars were stolen
within the boundarlea of the city. That

"makes an average of about thirteen a

day,

Por a number of reasons, the most
popular of which seems to be thal they
are looking forward to radical changes
in the automobile sectlon at Pollce
Headquarters, the insurance men ara
not anxious to alr thelr views, But for
antirely diffarent reasons they balk com-
pletely when asked to eet a valuation
upon the motor cars stolen In New York
clty since Januury 1.

A few venture opinions. Striking an
avernge, it appears that the losa to au-
tomoblle owners lles between four and
five million dollars, This is taking it
for granted that all the stolen cars were
new when purchased by the losers, And
it is not taking deterioration into ac-
count, nor is it considering extras placed
on the car by the owners,

Theft Crop Grows in Size.

During the firsl tem months of 1920
the reported thefts amounted to 3,785,
Business boomed this year, you see, But
the boom Is realized more sternly when
you ponsider that from January 1, 1820,
until January 1, 1821, the police recelved
just 5,680 notices from chagrined motor
owners, Therefore the thieves got ai ay
with 618 more than last year's entire
crop as early as Nevember 20.

The office of the Secratary of State in
Albany produces the Information that
252,800 aut bilas were lic d in
New York city between January 1 and
Pecember 1. Those who would mini-
miga any indictment of the police that
might be suggested on mecount of the

4 the fact that, according to these fig-
ures, only
stolen during the year.

Lut that doesn't appeal to the owner-
vigtim. Tha insurance officlals, who
view the increase with alarm, are not
impressed by this ratio. And the fact
that the figures indicate that the motor
thieves are growing bolder month by
month should urge o unanimous concoern,

While statistles are belng considered
the following table of monthly compari-
sons will show the increase in the num-
ber of cars stolen

1921, 1020,
drnunry 288 1E0
Pebruary Zah Ft
March . Ja8 1844
April 574 2401
May . a88 aun
dJune w4 R0
July .. 406 455
August a4 24
Boprember 481 344
October ..... 481 e
Novermnber .. 210 425
Decambey . .icoiicieqiain 320

*For Iﬂ days in Noavernbar,

i ‘numving these figures to car “classifl-
eations it iIs observed that the Ford is
the most popular of the motor thiel's
objectives. Sixteen hundred and ninely-
four of them were stolen in New York
eity during the Tirst ten months of this
oar. That means that almost every
dther gar stolen.was a Ford. The rea-
song nre clear,

Smnll Cars Easler to Steal,

There are more Fords In service than
any other malke of automoblle. Tt I
much casier Lo get away with a Ford.
It Is much casier to dispose of & Ford,
Owners of Forde are inost liabla to be
cureless with them. Tt Iy quite as easy
to lock or otherwiss safeguard a TFord
as it 1s any other cayr, but somehow or
other the owners saldom appreciate the
fact untll the ear In gona.  And then,
too, any motor thief handy with tools
can so change the numbers on Ford
parts that you wouldn't be able to iden-
ity your own car a day after you jost It

1t I= & fact that the motor thieves spe-
clalize In certaln makes. Before the
Elghteenth Amendment was added to
our Constitution the number of big, pow-
erful touring cars stolen was compnra-
tively small, Indeed, according to one
Insurance man, Fords comprised aboot
three-quarters of all thefts, But with
prohibition came rum-running and with
rum-ruanning came a fiercer banditry in
the automoblle world.

There may be some othep reason or
regsons for the leap in the number of
Pacltards, Stutzes, Plerce Arrows, Cadil-
lnes, Nationals and #o on stolen in 1620
and 1821, but tha Insurance men have
At lcast they say thay
haven't. It s utterly true, according
ta the police, that the rum runner and
the motor riding bandit prefers the
Packard, thes Plerce Arrow, the Stutz
and the Cadlllne above other makes,
They are fast and capacious. They are
heavy enough to hold the road under
extraordinnry conditions.

Other carp can measure up to the
same specifications, to be sure, but any
one walclfing the streets, roads and

curbs for n day or so can corroborate
| the police in thelr explanation that the
mentioned big cars ars  seen

great num of thefts can al once point |
5 @ | New York Police Denartment by former |

one car In every seventy is | FOV.

|
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But next to the Ford on' the stolen
motors list comes the Bulclk. Up until
November 20 331 Buicks were reported
stolen In New York eity. And next on
the sy comes the Dodge, They got
awny with about 108 of them this year,
not counting November and December.
The answer s almost as slmple to find
a8 In the case of the Ford oar. 1 is
not difficalt to dispose of o Buick: nor
Is it the most difficule thing in the world
th obliterate the identity thereaf, The
same may be said of the Dodge.

Costly Cars Almest Immune.

And throughout the entire list a simi-
lar line of reasoning obtains. For cxam-
ple, you find but four Rolls Royves.
Folk posscssing Rolls Royces have
chauffeurs to sit at the wheel while the
care are walting at the curb. Besides
there are relatively only a few such cars
In the city, He who steals or attempls
to stenl a Rolls Royee la much like the
shap who decides to hide n team of eln-
phants. It cun be done, but not easily.
And you may imagine your own
thoughts If n stranger went to you offer-
ing & 312,000 or $15.000 ¢ay for a thou-
eand or so. Once every ten Years or go
they find some one he2 purchasged Brook-
Iyn Bridge for $20.

The stolen Hets contaln 74 Cadillacs,
99 Chandlers, 116 Chevrolets, &8 Hud-
song, 060 Pachkards, 71 Oldemoblies, 49
Paiges, 44 Natlonale, 63 Stutzes and 80
Chalmerses, Thus we necount for 3,388
of the 4,148 stolen motor cars, The re-
maining T80 are distributed over a fleld
of nearly fifty makes of automuhiles,
Thé Lexington, for instance, has eaught
the fancy of the thlef. Forty Lexing-
tons were reported stolen during the

R,

The mightidst protest, of course, arises
from the insurance companies. Several
insurance man, asked for thelr opinion
regarding the Increase in the number of
stolen automobiles; took the middie
ground by saying that they had no rea-
son to belleve that the pollee ars not
as vigilant as= elreumstances make ft
pogsible for them to be, but that “some-
thing" will have to be done to prevent
further increases,

These insurance people find that auto-
mobile insurance I8 almost as risky to
them as any “bad msk" insurance they
write. If, for example, a car is recov-
ered by the police they pay the Pollee
Department a reward for turning it over
to them. If the car is not found they
pay the amount guaranteed to the
mourning loser of the car, In elther
case they lose money.

They have tried various means to
lighten the burden all this placea upon
them.

tor varlons reasons
the

Last Febroary,
suggested by the investigation of

Whitman, the Insurance companies |
declded to discontinue payicg such re-|
wards to the pollce untll alfear the latier |
had obtuined the convictlon @f the per-
son or persons who Fad atolen the recoy-

ered automobile. 1% wos sugpested ot
that time (but pever proved) that au- |
tomobiles might be stolen and then left |
where cortain policemen coald fnd them,

The pollceman would turn in the eur
The rewnrd was pald to the department.
He got his share, and out of that he
might liave pald a certuln amount to
the man who stole the car and left it
whera hie mlgnt find It—a place d‘-nlg-'
nated In advanve, of course,

There was no ciea~ proof that soch o |
state of affalr: exfsted, But the In=|
surance people dechiied to pay no more |
rewards until after the thief was be- |
hind bars. One lundred and five In- |
surance companles subsceribod to thias |
new arrangement, The result wis that |
the number of convietlons ¢id not in-
crease amd that the thefts of autome-|
biles kept on .ncreasing as usual

Bo a few weeks ago the same insur-
anee officlals got together again and de.
clded to resume the old schedula of pay-

g rewards upon the recovery of the
car,  They set forth thelp change of
heart in & letler (o the Automablie
Uinderwriters' Detectlve Bureaun, 140
Nuassau street, an organization pepre-

senting about three-quartérs of tha auto-
mohilo insuring companies, 1t read:

“In regard to tha agresment made
with ex.Gov. Whitman that members of
the detective bureau would pay na re-
wards for the recovery of stelan auto-
moblles In New York elty without the

Christmas Bifts
for Waby

No Christmas Gift is more apprecialed
by @ Mother than something protly and
useful for her Baby, or the Baby-lo-coms.

At Lowest Prices

Coats A5 te  J0.OD
Swenter Conts G058 ta 1405
Dirossen J8 o 3500
Kimnnm A8 te 25,00

15.05 (n 75.00
Nurm- Bn-kuu 00 to 1805
Baby 10 .ﬂﬂ tn 2250
Baby Lrih 3 10 146.00

Lane Bryant
26 W.39thSt. 21 W. 38th St.

. - ——

W. & J. SLOANE

FIFTH AVE. and FORTY-SEVENTH ST., NEW YORK CITY

AN ADVANTAGE.US PURCHASE
CASTILIAN SEAMLESS RUGS

Y are of Wilton fabric, woven in one piece,
without seams. Unusually heavy and luxurious

in quaiity, they are unexcelled in durability.

The designs are Oriental in character, beautifully l

colored and desirable in every respect.

The quantity being limited, they will be dispoted of very quickly
—therefore an carly call is advisable.

Size 9.0 x 12.0

THESE'RUGS FORMERLY SOLD AT $200.00
This is an unusual opportunity for those who are prempt to take advantuge of u.

NOTE

Price $155.00

arrest and convietion of the thief or
thisves, we now wish to advise that Mr.
Whitman has agreed to & modification
of thls arrangement.

“The practice to be observed in the
future Is that rewards and legitimate
expenses, inourred by officers for the
return of stolen asutomobiles where the
thief has not heen apprehended, and
where extraordinary zeal and Intelli-
gence have been displanyed by the officer,
may be pald, subject to the approval of
the Automeoblle Underwriters Detective
Bureau and by the Police Commissionar
of New York, such rewards nnd axpenscs
to be paynble by the bureau through the
Polics Comimissloner, as provided for in
the New York charter.”

This letter was signed by N. 8. Bar-
tow, W. M. Ballard, 0. . Beckwith, F.
D, Bennett, ), ¥, Cox, P, A. Creech, ¥,
€. Hasslton, . O'Connor and C. 8
Timberlake, all of them prominent in the
Insurance of automobiles.

Pollceman Gets Half of Rewnard.,

The rvewards pald depend upon the
value of the ear, or upon the valustien
sét upon t{he car by the policy. They
range Troin §25 to $100 except In ex-
traordinary cases. The minlmum I8
pald for the recovery of cars valuad ot
$1,000; %50 op $2,000; §75 on $8,000,
and $100 on §4,000. All rewnrds pald
are tirned over to the Police Commls-
slgner, who, according to the rules, s
supposed to Jdeduct half of it for the
Pollca, Fenslon Fund and hand the rest
to the cop who found the car

While the Insurance people deplora
the increase in the thefts and insist that
“something will have to be done about
1" they do not say that the police are
to blame, They do say that the auto-
maobile squad at Police Headquarters s
#0 small as tp be almost Ineffective. It
must be tnade larger, they say, and it
should work in conditions that feteh it
closer Lo the insurance companles or to
tha Automobile Underwriters Detectlve
Bureau.

With the recovery of business general-
Iy, one insurance man sald, the number
of thefts of automoblles Increases, For
Instance, ay was sald at the beginning,
thla has heen a better business year
than Inst, Therefore more automobiles
have been purchased ; there are more (o
be stolen; thers ars A greater number
of persons willing to buy; the market
has expanded oven for the thief, PBarly
in 1620 and late {n 18198 the business of
stealing automohblles fell off simply be-
emuge the thief was never sure of getting
rid of his booty. One who haid the cash
and the nerve to buy had Innumerable
apportunities to make good bargains
with legitimate owners.

The garages whers used cars were for
| sale were go full that there was no room
for more. ‘Thearefore the thief had to
tnke the chance of selling on the fly.
| Anid then, too, the prospective purchaser

.nf the used car eould pick and chooge.

e did not have to take a chance of
buying a motor that had been stelon
and having that same car reclaimed by
its rightful owner afier he had pald the
thief the latter's price.

“Weshall ask the Leglslature to en-
act laws which will assist the polles
departments of the various cities In ap-

prehemding automoblle thievea and re-
during the activities of that eclass of
eriminals generally,” says Mr. Capem

EDISON COMMENDS
FORD ‘SHOALS' PLAN

Fertilizer Projeet Would Em-
ploy Million Persons, He
Nays.

SEES  FERTILIZER NEED

Explains Son’s Invention of
Wheel to COut Barbed
Wire Entanglements.

Thomas A. Edison, who returned last
week from a trlp to Muscle Shoals with
Henry Ford, sald at his home In
Orange, N. J, westerday that toe
Ehonls was a first claes business propo-
gltion and that Mr, Ford ecould operate
& fertilizer plant there and make it go.

"He can not only make his rental”

sald Mr, Fdlson, “but a good profit for
the people bhesldos. Fertilizer I In
fgreat demand in the South, and the
people need m cheap fertillzer. They
can got fertilizer now, but the price
I8 oo high, They cannot afford to
buy it. I cannot estimato the present

waste from lack of fertillzer, but the
crop would be doubled if the people
had It, and employment would be given
to about a million persons."

Mr, Hdison would not comment much
on the armament conference st Wash-
Ington, but esald that the B-5-3 navil
plun seems to bs a good one, though
he had not glven It a great desml of
thought.

“I think, however, he said, “that we
ought to keep up with our experiments
with submarines and deadly gases and
keep up with the other fellow. It would

ba just as well to bs prepared with our
experiments. Then If some one staris
an argument we would bo pready. Wi
would not have to stop to experimont,” |

|

It waa Mr. Edison's son, Theodore, a
student at the Massachusetts Tnstituts
| of Technology, who has invented the)
| wheel to eut through wire entanglements,

|
| of which Mr., Edison spoke In Detroiy
lust weelk. The wheel, Mr. Edison <-x-|
plained, is three feet In diameter, one)

foot thiek, run hy a ¥Ford avtomoblle
| motor angd gains a velovity ef seven |
Iln!l--r‘ & minute, !

“Home of the whoels," sald Mr. Edison,
“will contain T N T and others wiil b<:1
| empty. ‘When the device In started It
| runs in & stralght line, and it (s operated
on the gyroscope princlple;

“The flrat experiment was made near
Morriastown, and after that the wheel
was taken to an lsland off Key West,
Wea bullt barbed wire entangl nts

= |
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soveral feet apart for a distance of 100
fact. We also dug large holes, some bo-
fore the barbed wire and some in be-
tween it. The wheel went right over the
holea and through the wire, continuing
about a mile. We also plled up brush
and trees and the wheel cut right
through them."

BOOKKEEPER MISSING;
ALSO $4,100 IN SAFE

Gulf Refining Co. Looking for
Frederick McDonough.

A search was begun In Newark and
this elty yesterday for Frederick MeDon-
ough, bookkeaper for the Gulf Refining
Company, who has disappeared with hia
wife and two children. Soon after Mc-
Donough's fallure to appear In the com-
pany's offica In Plume Polnt lane, New-
ark, yesterday morning, it was found
thit the safe had been opened and $4,100 |

stolen. About $3.000 of this wrs em-
ployees' savings, drawn from a Newark
bank Baturday for dlstribution to-day,

Inquiries at tha McDonough homs, at
211 Bouth Eleventh street, proved his
family had left the house. The pollce
wera notified and watch was placed on
all steamehlp plers,

OVERCOATS $125. Lightweight Coats,

Dreu. $I4I}

for men and women, $125 and up.

—Because Louis Berg Clothes are the

product of

above prices are incomparable in all New

York.

LGEJHS BERG
10 The %o

Business Suits, $80. Evening
Tuxedo, $125. Riding Habits

the finest tailoring  skill, the

At Fifth Avenue, 56th and 57th Streels, Afler Jan. 1st. !

Last Days of Removal Sales

The time before moving to our New Building is becoming so
limited price reductions now in effect are even more
drastic than heretofore.

Tailored and Costume Suits at 4 off |
Formerly $75 to $600

Day Coats and Wraps at 15 and 13 off

(Fur-trimmed)

Formerly $165 to $650

Gowns and Dresses at '5 and 3 off
Formerly $95 to $450

Fur-trimmed Evening Wraps at 14 and 13 off
Formerly $195 to $2250

Handsome Costume Blouses at ¥4 and '3 off
Formerly $35 to $100

Street, Sport and Dress Hats at 14 and Y3 off
Formerly $25 to $50

Beautiful Hand Bags and Vanity Cases at 14 and /3 off
Formerly $25 to $150

Entire Remaining Selections of

Fur Coats —Wraps—Capes and Coatees
and Separate Scarfs ,
AT ' AND % LESS THAN ORIGINAL PRICES

IlHJ' L Hl'l'liiHl'iiIiiHillIiiﬂﬂmﬂﬂlﬂlﬁ}illlﬂiill

]franklin Simon & Co.

A Store of Individual Shops
FIFTH AVENUE, 37th and 38th STS.

For e Madame and ~Mademoiselle

WINTER BROGUE
OXFORDS. ..

THE FASHION
For GooD
WEATHER,
THE NECESSITY
FOR BAD
WEATHER

9.50

To be sure she is not caught
out on bad days unpreparéd
Fashion makes an every day
vogue of sturdy winter foot-
wear, and the footfalls of the
brogue oxford keep pace with
the snowfalls of winter. . . .

Brogue Oxfords of Ian or Black Nor-
wegian Calfskin, or Brown or Black,
Russia Calfskin with Broad English
Walking Lasts.and Low Heels.

Fensinine Snoe Suop — Lhird Fleer

Saks &Company

Broadway at 34th Street

Offer Exceptional Values Today in

Fine Imported

Wool Plaid Motor Robes
« 15%

THI:lSE beautiful robes were
made in Scotland and Czecho
Slovakia of the very best wool

stock. They are warm, good-look-
ing and because of the splendid
quality of the wool will give far
better than average service.

Salid colors in two-tone effects.
Solid colors with plaid backs.

SIXTH FLOOR

IMPORTED
Motor Luncheon Baskets

We supgest these baskets for gift-giving, for
nothing will appeal better to the man
who motors. Various sizes, fitted
for 2, 4 or 6 persons.

12:00 4 8000

SIXTH FLOOR




